
Recharge NOLA offers community engagement 
opportunities around green infrastructure. 
Along with hosting rain barrel workshops 
and providing training for individuals and 
organizations, we sell, paint, install, and 
maintain rain barrels in partnership with 

community-based organizations in order to 
proliferate the program and generate small 

revenue streams to support 
community-driven development. 

Our mission is to promote citywide 
rainwater harvesting through 

self-sustaining social enterprise networks 
that act to strengthen neighborhood ties, 

increase community capacity, and inspire 
civic and ecological responsibility.

Thanks to Chewys Parra Paulino and Nick Jenisch with the Albert and Tina Small Center for Collaborative Design at Tulane for 
their contributions to the development of this mobile unit.

This multi-purpose trailer transports barrels 
and supplies for rainwater harvesting and 

also serves as a mobile classroom. 

RECHARGE 
MOBILE UNIT



A watershed is the area of land where all the 
water that is under it or drains off it gathers 

in the same place at the lowest point. 

 

WHERE IS YOUR 
WATERSHED?

New Orleans’ watershed is called the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin, which is located within 

the larger Mississippi River watershed. 
 



The water cycle includes the following 
elements: evaporation, condensation, 

precipitation, infiltration, surface runoff, 
and subsurface flow. Water moves through 

the sky, soils, trees and plants, rivers, 
streams and aquifers. 

 
The urban environment disrupts the natural 

water cycle. Excessive paving and fewer 
trees and plants lead to stormwater runoff 

and reduced infiltration. Less rainwater is 
returned to the natural environment.

THE WATER 
CYCLE



Green infrastructure uses nature-based, 
relatively inexpensive landscape systems to 

manage rainwater and improve drainage. 
Installing green infrastructure enables us 

to do two things: 

1) we can capture and detain rainwater 
before it hits the municipal drainage system, 

thus taking pressure off our “gray 
infrastructure”—meaning pipes and pumps 

2) we can manage rainwater flow, allowing 
rain to percolate slowly into the soil to 
recharge our groundwater and help filter 

pollutants.

WHAT IS GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE?



Although rainwater cannot be used for 
drinking, by collecting it you personally 

receive the following benefits:

General benefits of stormwater management:

• Free non-potable water supply with few 
added chemicals, such as chlorine, salt, and 
calcium carbonates.

• Quality water for plants and soil microbes

• A source of water for wildlife

• Reduced water bills

• In times of drought, or municipal system 
shutdown, it acts as your own water source

Do NOT drink rainwater from your barrel.
Rainwater CAN be used to replenish (recharge) 
groundwater, water your house plants, clean 
your tools, rinse your recyclables, or wash 

your car. 

HOW CAN I USE THE RAINWATER?

BENEFITS OF

COLLECTING RAINWATER

• Helps recharge the soil, mitigate subsidence

• Helps reduce stormwater runoff, reduces 
flooding

• Reduces energy-intensive demand on water 
treatment plants

• Helps clean runoff pollutants, leading to a 
cleaner Lake Pontchartrain



Mosquitoes need water to complete their 
lifecycle. Mosquito eggs can grow into adult 
mosquitoes in as little as four days. For this 

reason, rain barrels should never have 
exposed standing rainwater. ALL holes must be 

covered with mosquito screen.  

RAIN BARREL MOSQUITO PREVENTION

RAIN BARREL 
SAFETY
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The rain barrel will be positioned beneath a 
modified downspout. A barrel works best if it 
is elevated, since water flow relies on gravity: 
the higher the barrel, the greater the water 

pressure. A sturdy base or pedestal is 
essential, and it must be level, level, level. 

RAIN BARREL 
INsTALLATION



When used with a spigot, the outlet allows 
regulated access to stored rainwater. For it 
to function as a rainwater management tool, 
the barrel must be emptied regularly in order 

to make room for the rainwater during the 
next rainfall event.

RAIN BARREL 
OUTLET



The inlet is the screened opening at the top of 
the barrel that allows rainwater in and keeps 

mosquitoes and debris out. 

RAIN BARREL 
INLET



The overflow, strategically placed an inch below 
the screened inlet, is connected to an elbow and 

pipe. This allows excess rainwater to exit the 
barrel and be directed away from the home 

foundation. A screen at the overflow prevents 
mosquitos from getting into the barrel.

RAIN BARREL 
OVERFLOW



RAINWATER HARVESTING 

AROUND TOWN


