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IÑAKI ALDAY
Dean, Richard Koch Chair in Architecture, tulane university
Master of Architecture, Polytechnic University of Catalonia

dean’s acknowledgments: 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to Fieldwork: Design Build Conversations. Tulane School of Architecture is 
the heart of the Gulf Coast, in which all the challenges of human inhabitation of the planet are at stake. At 
our school, we have the opportunity to define the role of architecture in front of climate change, coastal 
and riparian crisis, the process of urbanization under these circumstances, and the challenges for social 
and environmental justice. This is a historic moment in the best possible place on earth to be an architect and 
an educator. 

As the new Dean, I have had the opportunity to gain a clearer understanding of the impact of Tulane’s legacy as 
a leading voice in design-build education over the past fifteen years for both the city and alumni.  Through the 
innovative work of URBANbuild and the Albert and Tina Small Center for Collaborative Design, students have 
had opportunities to bring projects ranging from single family residences to the city’s first skatepark from 
design to completion; gaining invaluable professional skills while shaping the built fabric of New Orleans. 
Tulane’s 15 year history of public interest design-build projects and collaborations with community partners 
has laid the groundwork for further innovations in the process and outcomes of design-build studios. 

Academics and practitioners over the next two days will explore the diversity of design/build practices across 
context, methods and contribution. It is our hope that the dialogue among participants and conversations that 
allow us all to critically assess the process and outcomes of the work, to ask hard questions about scale 
and collaboration, the role of digital fabrication and new materials, and the practice of architecture. Most 
important, we hope that the conversations inspire us all to consider how we move forward and what is next.

Thank you for bringing your experience and expertise to this vital conversation. We are excited to see what 
will come and look forward to learning together. 

        Sincerely,

Welcome to New Orleans! We’re glad you could join this 
critical conversation on the past, present and future of 

design-build in architectural education.  Leading educators 
and practitioners from across the country will share their 

perspectives on the context, methods, and contribution of 
design-build curricula, examining roles, works and impacts 

at diverse scales and geographies.



Friday, January 25th

1:00-1:30   Welcome by Dean Iñaki Alday

1:30-2:15  Keynote: Katherine Hogan and Vincent Petrarca, Tonic Design

2:30-2:45-  Coffee Break

2:45-3:45   Context: Scale
   Emilie Taylor Welty, Moderator
   Mackenzie Stagg, Rural Studio
   David Perkes, Gulf Coast Community Design  Studio
   Joe Vidich, Kin and Company

3:45-4:00   Coffee Break

4:00-5:00   Context: Collaboration 
   Ann Yoachim, Moderator
   Byron Mouton, UrbanBuild
   Shannon Criss, Dotte Agency
   Nina Pawlicki, Natural Building Lab, Berlin
   Tom Carruthers, Dream The Combine

5:30-6:30   Keynote: Anthony Fontenot, Woodbury

7:00    Reception: Gumbo at the albert and tina small center 
   for collaborative design - 1725 barrone street

+ Inaugural tulane design build award: Charles RolAndo

Saturday, January 26th

10:00-11:00   Methods: Materials
   CORDULA ROSER GRAY, Moderator
   Angela Carpenter, Fay Fabrication Laboratories
   Jose Galarza, Design Build Bluff
   Nick Gelpi, Gelpi Projects

11:00-11:15   Coffee Break

11:15-12:15   Methods: Processes
   Byron Mouton, Moderator
   Emilie Taylor Welty, Small Center for Collaborative Design
   Jeana Ripple MIR Collective
   Andrew Colopy, Construct

12:15-1:15   Lunch

1:30-2:30    Contribution: Pedagogy
   Coleman Coker, Moderator
   Geoff Gjertson, Building Institute 
                                            Mary Hardin, Drachman Design-Build Coalition 
                                            Adam Hopfner + Kyle Bradley, VLock Building Project

2:30-2:45   Coffee Break

2:45-3:45   Contribution: Scholarship
   Benjamin J. Smith, Moderator
   Tolya Stonorov, Norwich 
   Nils Gore, Dotte Agency
                                           Gregory Corso, Sports 

4:00-5:00   Keynote: Coleman Coker, Gulf Coast DesignLab

program schedule:



katherine hogan

Katherine believes that good design can happen at any scale and any budget and is an advocate for design in 
her community. She has been invited to lecture on the work of the firm at both Schools of Architecture and 
AIA events, most recently the AIA national convention in 2017.
Katherine is an Adjunct Professor of Practice at NC State College of Design and a Visiting Critic at Syracuse 
University School of Architecture. Passionate about academia and her local community, Katherine frequently 
serves as a guest juror at several area schools and participates on many committees that promote design 
awareness. She serves as a member of the Syracuse University School of Architecture Advisory Board and 
was appointed by the Raleigh City Council to serve on the Appearance Commission.
Katherine received her BArch degree from Syracuse University as a University Scholar, with a minor in Italian 
language. After graduation she worked with Will Bruder Architect in Phoenix, AZ and after held a fellowship 
position with Bryan Bell at Design Corps, a non-profit architecture practice serving communities normally 
without access to architectural services.

Anthony Fontenot is an architectural historian and Professor at Woodbury University School of Architecture 
in Los Angeles. He holds a Ph.D. in the history and theory of architecture from Princeton University. He is 
the co-author of New Orleans Under Reconstruction: The Crisis of Planning (Verso, 2014), and author of 
forthcoming Non-Design and the Non-Planned City (University of Chicago Press, 2018) and Gregory Ain: Low-
Cost Modern Housing and the Construction of a Social Landscape (UR Books, 2018).

Coleman Coker is the director of the Gulf Coast DesignLab at the University of Texas at Austin School 
of Architecture. Coker was awarded the Rome Prize from the American Academy in Rome and is a Loeb 
Fellow in Advanced Environmental Studies at Harvard University Graduate School of Design. He holds 
a Master of Fine Arts from the Memphis College of Art and received an honorary Doctor of Fine Arts 
from there. The Architectural League of New York in 1991 recognized him in their “Emerging Voices” 
series. With forty years of experience in design offices - over thirty years as principal of his own 
firms - Coker founded buildingstudio in 1999.

Vincent Petrarca

The influence of construction on design and design on construction is the fundamental premise that shapes 
the process of every project. Vinny’s first independent project was a 1700-square-foot house that he designed 
and built. It won AIA NC and AIA SAR awards and was featured in the Dwell and on the cover of the book 25 
Houses Under 1500 Square Feet.
Tonic’s hybrid model of professional practice furthers the flexibility to take on various roles as both 
architect and contractor. This blended perspective allows tonic to build and implement their own designs as 
well as designs of other architects, with the highest emphasis on craft.
Vinny is a professor of practice in the Department of Architecture at North Carolina State University’s College 
of Design and a Visiting Critic at Syracuse University School of Architecture. He holds both a Bachelor of 
Architecture and March II degrees from NC State University College of Design. From 1993 to 2003 Vinny worked 
for the multi-award-winning firm Frank Harmon Architect PA in Raleigh, NC. It was during this time that Vinny 
found many opportunities to fall into design build experiences.
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emilie taylor welty
Design/Build Manager, Albert and Tina Small Center for Collaborative Design, Favrot II Professor of 
Practice at the tulane school of architecture

Emilie Taylor Welty is a leader in the design/build field, and at Small Center, she focuses on teaching 
students how to be better designers, makers, and citizens. Emilie’s wordy titles include Professor of 
Practice at Tulane School of Architecture, Design Build Manager at the Albert and Tina Small Center for 
Collaborative Design, and Architect, but she prefers to think of herself as a Doer of Things. A native of 
South Louisiana, Taylor Welty’s education includes a technical building background at the University of 
Southern Mississippi followed by a Masters Degree in Architecture at Tulane, and work with BILD design 
in New Orleans. Emilie is often leading design build projects of the Small Center bringing praxis to these 
academic/non-profit partnerships. Welty’s recent award winning studios include Grow Dat Youth Farm, 
LOOP, and the Big Class Writers’ Room. Emilie also has a design firm in New Orleans with Seth Welty and Dan 
Etheridge and a team of makers and designers called Colectivo. 

byron mouton 
Director of URBANbuild, Lacey Senior Professor of Practice  at the tulane school of architecture

Byron J. Mouton is an established architect, educator, New Orleans native, and alumnus of Tulane University. 
He has traveled a path from New Orleans through Harvard’s Graduate School of Design to professional 
practice in Central Europe, and eventually back at home. He now finds himself committed to building his 
locally-based practice BILD Design, in conjunction with his academic role as Professor of Practice at 
Tulane’s School of Architecture, Director of the school’s design/build program URBANbuild. From 2011-
2014 he served as one of the founding endowed Social Entrepreneurship Professors in the universtiy-wide 
program in Social Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship (SISE).
With more than 20 years of experience in the fields of architecture and construction, several award-
winning projects, and exposure in national and international publications, Byron is committed to critical 
assignments that exemplify a collaborative planning approach and a dedication to the regional remediation 
of New Orleans. As a local, Byron understands the impact of pre-Katrina problems on a post-Katrina world 
and the challenges set forth. The comprehensive nature of such tasks fuels his investigations in pursuit of 
progressive contextual infill possibilities that encourage and advance the revitalization of New Orleans’ 
urban fabric. Over the past 14 years, as Principal of BILD, Byron has explored alternative models for 
affordable housing, and he continues to offer the city progressive options for domestic growth.

ann yoachim
Director, Albert and Tina Small Center for Collaborative Design, Professor of Practice at the tulane 
school of architecture

Ann is the Director of the Albert and Tina Small Center for Collaborative Design and a Professor of 
Practice at the Tulane School of Architecture. As Director, she leads the Center in its efforts to provide 
design services to communities that are often underserved by the profession. In research, teaching and 
practice she considers the confluence of built, natural and socially constructed environments and 
their impact on health and wellness.  Ann is committed to facilitating interdisciplinary collaboration and 
amplifying community voice to address complex societal challenges. Her past work ranges from managing 
multi-faceted climate change adaptation projects to building capacity of philanthropy through design 
thinking.  Ann holds a Master of Public Health degree from Tulane University and a bachelor’s degree in 
environmental studies and political science from Dickinson College. In 2012-2013, she was a Loeb Fellow at 
the Harvard Graduate School of Design.

CORDULA ROSER GRAY
Professor of Practice  at the tulane school of architecture

Cordula Roser Gray is an architect/designer and principal of crgarchitecture, a multidisciplinary, 
collaborative design firm based in New Orleans. crgarchitecture, often in conjunction with other 
practitioners and organizations, investigates multi-scalar responses to immediate contextual conditions, 
merging urban analysis, prototyping, planning and academic research with the challenges of identifying 
and connecting local and extended communal opportunities. With experiences abroad and nationally, the 
firm focuses on the development of proposals that address economic, ecological and cultural aspects 
at the community scale, from the residential to urban and regional master planning frameworks. Before 
starting her own office, Ms Roser Gray worked for Kohn Pedersen Fox, SOM and Gensler in New York and 
Studio EDR in New Orleans as a designer and project architect. She received her education at the Technische 
FachHochschule in Berlin and is an appointed Professor of Practice at the Tulane School of Architecture 
and a frequent team member of the Small Center for Collaborative Design. She has published several 
articles and papers including the forthcoming ‘Learning from New Orleans: Social Resilience for Urban 
Ecosystems’ and is the recipient of multiple design awards.

benjamin j. smith
Director of Graduate Architecture, Assistant Professor at the tulane school of architecture

Ben Smith is a scholar, designer, and educator whose work locates advanced practices for architecture. 
His recent scholarship, which has been featured nationally and internationally, has centered on the 
disciplinary evolution of architecture through institutional and pedagogical developments in education. 
Smith’s dissertation on this subject, “With and Without Walls: The Southern California Institute of 
Architecture and a New School of Los Angeles Architects in the 1970s and 1980s,” examined the history of 
the Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc) and the architects who taught there amid a 
postmodern climate. Fundamental to his teaching approach is his encouragement of students’ confidence 
to do, to act, to make—to help young designers learn how their work contributes to discourse, whether 
that is through ideas or forms. Smith’s view on architectural production negotiates design techniques 
and aesthetic sensibilities with the belief that architecture should engage the discipline with a rigorous 
theoretical conversation that influences present concerns. Observing that design instigates vision, that 
analysis provides critique, and that the synthesis of vision and critique establishes domains of value 
that architecture addresses. Prior to joining Tulane University, Smith taught at SCI-Arc and University 
of Michigan. Prior to establishing his practice, ooffcie DESIGN, he worked for internationally recognized 
firms such as Morphosis Architects and George Yu Architects in Los Angeles, California. His degrees 
include a Ph.D. from University of Michigan, an M.Arch from SCI-Arc, and a B.A. from St. Olaf College.

coleman coker
Professor of Practice at the University of Texas at Austin School of Architecture

Coleman Coker, RA, Professor of Practice, is the director of the Gulf Coast DesignLab at the University of 
Texas at Austin School of Architecture. Coker was awarded the Rome Prize from the American Academy in 
Rome and is a Loeb Fellow in Advanced Environmental Studies at Harvard University Graduate School of 
Design. He holds a Master of Fine Arts from the Memphis College of Art and received an honorary Doctor 
of Fine Arts from there. The Architectural League of New York in 1991 recognized him in their “Emerging 
Voices” series. He has been the visiting Favrot Chair and Professor of Practice at Tulane University School 
of Architecture and the E. Fay Jones Chair at the University of Arkansas. He’s past director of the Memphis 
Center of Architecture, an urban design studio sponsored by the University of Tennessee, which focused 
on a deeper appreciation of the art of building. With forty years of experience in design offices - over 
thirty years as principal of his own firms - Coker founded buildingstudio in 1999 after a thirteen-year 
partnership with Samuel Mockbee as Mockbee/Coker Architects. With the formation of buildingstudio 
Coker sought to blur the boundaries between architecture, art, craft and thinking - rather than separate 
disciplines, each is essential to the larger realm of building. His work has received numerous honors 
including National AIA Honor awards, Architectural Record, “Record House” awards and P/A Design Awards. 

panel moderators:



kyle bradley
professor at yale university 

Kyle Bradley, AIA, earned a Bachelor Degree in Architecture at Syracuse University and received his Master 
of Architecture II from the Yale School of Architecture.  He has taught at Yale since 2015 as the Assistant 
Director of the Jim Vlock Building Project, a first year graduate course in which students design and 
construct a small, sustainable residence in New Haven for non-profit organizations supporting low-
income and homeless individuals.  In this role, Kyle is a critic for the studio component of the course and 
co-organizes the construction - completed by the students - the following summer.  Kyle brings over 20 
years of experience in practice to his teaching at Yale, including design and management of small- and 
medium-scale projects, material and structural investigations, and hands-on construction.

andrew colopy
Assistant Professor and Co-Director of Construct at Rice University School of Architecture

Andrew Colopy is Assistant Professor and Co-Director of Construct at Rice University School of 
Architecture where his teaching and research examine the relationship between the building envelope and 
the use of information technologies in design and building practices. Colopy is also Partner and Creative 
Director of Cobalt Office, a research and design practice that leverages contemporary technology in the 
creation of urban public spaces, housing, and spaces for art, culture and education. Previously, he was 
Visiting Assistant Professor at Washington University in St. Louis, Fellow at Van Alen Institute, Associate 
Editor of the journal Praxis, and Senior Designer at Diller Scofidio + Renfro. Colopy is a graduate of Ohio 
State and Columbia University, and is a licensed architect.

Natalie Butts-Ball
Auburn University school of architecture 

Natalie Butts-Ball is the communications and 20k Home Manager at Auburn University’s Rural Studio. 
Natalie has been part of Rural studio in a range of roles from student to Clerk of the Works, and Assistant 
Instructor to her current role on the staff.  The Rural Studio philosophy suggests that everyone, both 
rich and poor, deserves the benefit of good design. The program, established in 1993 has built more than 200 
projects and educated more than 1,000 “Citizen Architects”. The 20K Initiative team that Natalie and Mackinzie 
Stagg are part of, aims to address systemic issues underlying the housing affordability and inventory 
crisis through the replacement of the existing stock of substandard residences with beautiful homes that 
are safe, secure, healthy, and energy-efficient.

angela carpenter
Fabrication Lab Manager and Instructor at the Fay Jones School of Architecture + Design

Angela Carpenter is a Fabrication Labs Manager and Instructor at the Fay Jones School of Architecture 
+ Design.  Her primary role is managing the on-campus labs and off campus Build Lab, where building 
focused courses are taught at all scales: model, furniture and 1:1.  As opportunities arise, she teaches as 
an Instructor in advanced Design-Build studios.  Angela provides expertise and instructional support in 
digital fabrication techniques and procuring specialized equipment. Her experience makes her well suited 
for developing multi-scale investigations in material manipulation and construction advancements.  
Combining the use of digital technology, with methods of traditional architectural building highly 
influences Angela’s current work and strategies for future work. 

Carpenter received a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Arkansas, Fay Jones School of 
Architecture + Design and a Master of Architecture at Cranbrook Academy of Art, where she was awarded 
the Architecture Department’s Merit Scholarship.   

gregory corso
designer, educator, and co-captain of SPORTS

Greg Corso is a designer, educator, and co-captain of the design studio, SPORTS.  Greg received both his 
Bachelor of Arts and Master of Architecture from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  He 
has worked in art and architecture studios in the United States and Europe including Studio Gang, JDS 
Architects, and Cliff Garten Studio and has been a fellow at the MacDowell Colony.  Greg has taught 
architecture and design at Woodbury University, The University of Illinois at Chicago, and is currently an 
Assistant Professor at Syracuse University, School of Architecture.
 
SPORTS is the award-winning multidisciplinary architecture and design collaborative of Molly Hunker and 
Greg Corso, based in Syracuse, NY. Since forming in 2010, SPORTS has designed and constructed a number of 
large-scale architectural installations and pavilions around the country and they have been exhibited, 
reviewed, and published widely. Recently, SPORTS was highlighted as a “Firm to Watch” by Architectural 
Record and as “Next Progressives” by Architect Magazine. Among others, SPORTS is the recipient of multiple 
“Best of Design” Awards from Architect’s Newspaper, a 2017 ACSA Faculty Design Award, and a 2017 Arch 
League Prize from the Architectural League of NY.

tom carruthers
dream the combine

Tom Carruthers is an architect, artist, and co-founder (with Jennifer Newsom) of Dream The Combine, based 
in Minneapolis, MN. Dream The Combine’s work consists of large-scale, public art installations exploring 
metaphor, perceptual uncertainties, and the boundary between real and illusory space. They are winners 
of the 2018 Young Architects Program at MoMA PS1 for their installation Hide & Seek.

Tom’s early work consists of site-specific sculptures that explore landscape as metaphor and image as 
space. He was lead assistant for artist Ursula von Rydingsvard, helping with the construction of over 
20 works. As a licensed architect, he worked alongside the late Charles Gwathmey and at Diller Scofidio 
+ Renfro, developing early concept proposals with formal strategies that integrate context, complex 
geometry, and material construction. Tom earned his Master of Architecture from Yale School of 
Architecture, snd his Bachelor of Arts in drawing and sculpture from Brown University, where he received 
the Gilbert Stuart award for best work in the annual juried show. In addition to Dream The Combine, Tom is 
co-owner of Jacobsson Carruthers, a metal fabrication studio in NE Minneapolis.

panelists:



jose galarza
professor of architecture at the University of Utah

José Galarza is a professor of architecture at the University of Utah and the director of the 
DesignBuildBLUFF program, where he guides students through the process of designing and constructing 
full scale built works in partnership with the rural and native communities of San Juan County in the Utah 
Four Corners. In addition to overseeing the executive administrative duties of the program, he is invested 
in empowering students through real-world hands-on experiences, while at the same time enhancing the 
agency of disenfranchised and socially dominated groups to develop for themselves built environments 
that reflect their own contemporary identities and values. He received his Master of Architecture 
from the University of Texas at Austin in 2007, while concurrently apprenticing as a fine woodworker 
producing high-end custom pieces. He earned a Bachelor of Arts from Southern Methodist University in 
English Literature with minor studies in Philosophy and Visual Art in 2001. His teaching experience spans 
a broad spectrum, creating and executing curriculum from technical to theoretical. Before arriving at 
Utah he was the founding director of an immersive study-away undergraduate  program hosted through 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst and Yestermorrow Design Build School called the Semester in 
Sustainable Design Build. he also briefly ran his own architectural practice called José Galarza Building 
Workshop. As an architectural intern, he helped to design an assortment of iconic buildings for two well-
known and highly acclaimed firms, Moneo Brock Studio in Madrid and Kieran Timberlake in Philadelphia.

mary hardin
College of Architecture, Planning, and Landscape Architecture at The University of Arizona.

Hardin served as Interim Dean for CAPLA from 2016-2017, and Associate Dean for Academic and Faculty Affairs 
for CAPLA, from 2011 to 2016. She has held a concomitant position as a Professor of Architecture, specializing 
in design-build studios and the provision of affordable housing. Professor Hardin’s teaching has included 
capstone studios, design-build studios and courses in the materials and methods of construction. Her 
research interests include affordable housing design, energy and water conserving technologies for 
affordable housing, and the adaptation of rammed earth production methods for low-cost housing. She 
is a registered architect and licensed residential contractor in Arizona. Hardin has received national 
awards for teaching, design-build project delivery, affordable housing policy initiatives and collaborative 
practice, as well as state AIA awards for her project designs. She was awarded the national AIA Education 
Honors Award, a Learn and Serve Faculty Scholar Award, a UA Academy Teaching Award, as well as the ACSA 
Collaborative Practice Award in 2001 and 2011 for her integration of education, professional practice, and 
community constituents in her design-build studio projects. She also received the national SEED (Social 
Economic Environmental Design) Award for her series of design-build residences, and seven AIA Awards for 
those projects as well. Mary Hardin is also the President of the Drachman Design-Build Coalition (DDBC), a 
501c3 non-profit organization formed for the purpose of involving faculty and students of CAPLA in design 
and construction projects that benefit the underserved population of Arizona. 

geoff gjertson
Professor of Architecture at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette

Geoff Gjertson, AIA is an architect and professor in Lafayette, Louisiana.  He graduated from Rice University 
and Arizona State University.  Gjertson has taught as a Professor of Architecture at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette from 2000 till present.  He currently teaches Professional Practice as well as 
third year Architectural Design.  Prof. Gjertson is the director of the Building Institute, a “hands-on” 
educational-design/build program which serves the local community and has built over 20 projects.  
Gjertson has practiced architecture since 1994 and is licensed in the state of Louisiana.  His private 
practice work such as the Lafayette Ballet Theatre and the Golden Residence and previous work with Holly 
and Smith Architects such as the Columbia Theatre, Rolling Residence and the SLU Classroom Building 
have won several state and regional awards.  Prof. Gjertson is a Past-President of the South Louisiana 
Chapter of the A.I.A. His work has been published in Professional and Academic Journals such as Architect, 
Architectural Record and Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture proceedings.  Gjertson’s 
on-going research and interests include educational-design/build, professional practice matters and 
affordable/sustainable housing. His book, GENERATING HOPE: Stories of the BeauSoleil Louisiana Solar Home, 
was published in 2014 by the UL Press.

adam hopfner
Director of The Jim Vlock Building Project at the Yale School of Architecture, New Haven, CT, USA

Adam Hopfner earned a Bachelors Degree in Philosophy and Classics at Bowdoin College, then his Masters 
Degree in Architecture at Yale School of Architecture in 1999. He has been teaching at Yale since 2002, as 
a lecturer in Building Technology, as a Design Critic in undergraduate and graduate studios, and as the 
Director of the Building Project in the graduate program. Each year for the Building Project, he has guided 
some 50 first year graduate students to design and construct a one or two family dwelling on vacant 
lots in economically distressed neighborhoods throughout the city of New Haven for various non-profit 
housing organizations. Outside of the academy, Adam is the founder and principal of Hopfner Studios, an 
architectural practice and design build firm based in New Haven.

nils gore
Professor For the Architecture Department at the University of Kansas

NILS GORE  is a licensed architect and a Professor in the Architecture Department at the University of 
Kansas, where he focuses on community engaged scholarship through execution of student design/build 
projects in the public realm. These projects include work in Mississippi, Lawrence, New Orleans and, most 
lately, Wyandotte County, Kansas. In all of these projects, he works with students to develop innovative 
material and tectonic design solutions that enhance and support an enriched community life. The work in 
Wyandotte is focused on projects at the intersection of the built environment and public health through 
healthy eating and active living.
The work has won design awards from the American Institute of Architects, The Young Architects Forum, 
American Institute of Architecture Students, and the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture. The 
work has also been published in The Journal of Architectural Education, Batture: Amnesiascope, Cityscape: 
A Journal of Policy Development and Research, the Journal of Architectural and Planning Research and 
has been presented in numerous public lectures and scholarly presentations. He is a graduate of Kansas 
State University and the Harvard Graduate School of Design, and has taught at the Boston Architectural 
Center, Mississippi State University and the University of Kansas. 

panelists:
shannon criss
associate Professor at the University of Kansas

SHANNON CRISS is a licensed architect and an Associate Professor in the Architecture Department at the 
University of Kansas. Through her work at KU she is able to bring focus to community engagement processes 
and service learning opportunities to create an architecture that serves the greater good.  The endeavor 
requires that we think beyond the singular architectural object and develop deep, long-term, loose-fitting 
principles to guide the work we do as architects; developing strategies that make the architectural object 
the right fit, for many people, for a long time. In order to be effective, this premise requires collaborative 
thought and work, where students identify and examine ideas driven by their empathy for others’ needs 
and their own natural curiosity to explore and offer new insight to a given problem, with the premise that 
good design is enduring design. Through externally funded research projects that incorporate design 
courses, she is able to engage urban communities of need in Wyandotte County. Shannon believes that by 
meeting people where they are, “these real-world experiences enhance the student perspective on what 
can be achieved when working with community insight as a guide to plausible, well-designed solutions.”  
Shannon is a strong advocate to help students see their role as agents to connecting communities with 
design that promote environmental sustainability, social equity and community resilience.



mackenzie stagg
assistant research professor in Auburn University School of Architecture

Mackenzie Stagg is an assistant research professor in Auburn University’s School of Architecture and 
manages Rural Studio’s 20K Initiative. Established in 1993, Rural Studio gives architecture students a hands-
on educational experience while assisting the underserved communities of Alabama’s Black Belt region. A 
graduate of Auburn University, Mackenzie has collaborated with Rural Studio in a variety of capacities 
over the course of the last fifteen years: first as a student, then as outreach instructor, and now as a 
research professor. Through Rural Studio, Mackenzie has taken part in the design and construction of ten 
20K Houses, as well as community centered projects. Her work on the 20K Initiative aims to utilize student 
research on the development of small, high-performing home designs to cultivate a scalable, sustainable, 
and resilient process for delivering homes in underserved rural communities. Mackenzie’s work at Rural 
Studio has been intertwined with design work at organizations in Birmingham, AL; Christiansburg, VA; and – 
most recently – New Orleans, LA.

joe vidich
founder of Kin & Company

Joseph Vidich is an architectural designer, fabricator and educator based in New York City. He is a partner 
and founder of Kin & Company, a Brooklyn-based design and fabrication studio creating furniture, 
objects, and spatial experiences. Joseph is a Visiting Assistant Professor at Pratt Institute, School of 
Architecture and an Adjunct Lecturer at City University of New York, College of Technology, teaching 
advanced architectural design studios as well as introductory and advanced digital fabrication seminars. 
Joseph was also an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Columbia University Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning and Preservation where he taught advanced courses in digital fabrication and rapid prototyping.  
Joseph has worked professionally for Pelli Clarke Pelli Architects, Weiss/Manfredi Architects, Atelier 
Architecture 64 and FACE Design and Fabrication.

david perkes
Associate Professor for Mississippi State University

David Perkes is an architect and Associate Professor for Mississippi State University. He is the founding 
director of the Gulf Coast Community Design Studio, a professional outreach program of the College 
of Architecture, Art + Design, established soon after Hurricane Katrina and is providing planning and 
architectural design support to many Mississippi Gulf Coast communities and non-profit organizations. 
The design studio has assisted in the renovation of hundreds of damaged homes and over fifty new house 
projects in East Biloxi. The Biloxi house projects were awarded an Honor Citation from the Gulf States 
Region AIA in 2007. Before creating the Gulf Coast Community Design Studio, David was the director of the 
Jackson Community Design Center and taught in the School of Architecture’s fifth year program in Jackson, 
Mississippi, for seven years. Under his leadership the Jackson Community Design Center assisted many 
community organizations and received numerous national and local awards, including a Mississippi AIA 
Honor Award for the Boys and Girls Club Camp Pavilion. David was selected as the designer from Mississippi 
in January 2004 issue of International Design in which a designer is featured from each state. David has a 
Master of Environmental Design degree from Yale School of Architecture, a Master of Architecture degree 
from the University of Utah, and a Bachelor of Science in Civil and Environmental Engineering from Utah 
State University. In 2004 David was awarded a Loeb Fellowship from the Harvard Graduate School of Design.

jeana ripple
Principal of MIR Collective/ Director of the Master of Architecture Program at the University of Virginia

Jeana Ripple is an architect, computer scientist, founding principal of MIR Collective, and Director of the 
Master of Architecture Program at the University of Virginia. Her research investigates materials as 
performance systems, at the scales of building systems, material manufacturing, and by examining city-
wide impacts of material codes. She is a founding editor of TAD, Journal of Technology | Architecture + 
Design.  

tolya stonorov
Assistant Professor of Architecture at Norwich University

Tolya Stonorov, AIA, is an award winning Assistant Professor of Architecture at Norwich University, 
a registered architect and co-founder of Stonorov Workshop, a design build collective est. 2006. 
Stonorov received an MArch from the University of California, Berkeley, where she received awards, 
grants and fellowships. Stonorov is the editor and primary author of the book, The Design-Build Studio 
| Crafting Meaningful Work in Architecture Education; published in 2017 by Routledge, Taylor and Francis. 
In her professional and academic work, she strives to use materials and methods in honest and simple 
expressions to create spaces whose existence outlasts their original use. Fundamental to Stonorov’s work 
and teaching is the belief that making and designing are intrinsic to each other. Stonorov’s studio’s focus 
on community oriented work with an emphasis on affordability, materiality and holistic sustainability. Her 
professional and student work has been published in national magazines and has received awards from 
the American Institute of Architects, Vermont Chapter. In 2016, Stonorov was recognized by the Vermont 
Women in Higher Education with the Peggy R. Williams Emerging Professional Award.

panelists:
nina pawlicki
professor and research associate at the TU Berlin

Nina Pawlicki has been a teaching and research associate at the TU Berlin since 2013 - previously with 
the Habitat Unit and since 2017 at the Natural Building Lab. Since 2009, when she participated in CoCoon’s 
DesignBuild-Studio ‘Praktikumsseminar Mexiko‘ as a student, her practice, research and teaching are 
dedicated to the DesignBuild methodology.
Within her work she is facilitating intercultural, hands-on and community-based projects on the interface 
between academia and non-academia. Through transdisciplinary approaches she is seeking to investigate 
how community engagement processes can lead to the design of more inclusive and diverse living 
environments. The main objective is to develop contextual, sustainable and locally appropriate strategies 
and built solutions
Nina studied architecture at the Technische Universität Berlin and the Pontificia Universidad Católica 
de Chile. As part of an international consortium she co-initiated and co-directed the development of the 
online platform dbXchange.eu within a EU funded research project. As a initiator, coordinator or director 
she was involved in projects in Mexico, Jordan, Mongolia, Germany and Colombia. Besides she has a wide 
range of experiences from her time working as a freelance architect for various architecture offices.



panel 1- context: Scale
Moderator:  Emilie Taylor Welty | Small Center
Panel:   Mackenzie Stagg | Rural Studio
  David Perkes | Gulf Coast Community Design Studio
  Joe Vidich | kin and Company

Design build in an academic setting can be analyzed by research agenda, program, designed lifespan, material innovation, 
or processes - yet often the variable with outsized consequences on timeline, pedagogy, learning outcomes, and budget 
is SCALE. University based design build studios encompass everything from material explorations which require no 
structural integrity beyond the installation timeline to those with long term physical and social impacts for their 
communities. This panel explores that rich range of scales and looks to programs innovating their approach to scale to 
question how we rethink the impact and implications of design build studio projects. 

panel 4- methods: processes
Moderator:  byron mouton | urban build
Panel:   Emilie Taylor Welty | Small Center

Jeanna Ripple | mir collective
Andrew Colopy | construct

Evaluations of architects, and students of architecture, are typically based upon the end result of their work: the 
execution, presentation, and physical manifestation of their ideas. The evaluations of educators, however, are often 
more influenced by the created and experienced methods of design education—the combined associated processes of 
research, contemplation, reference, production, refinement, and delivery. This panel will ask participants to share their 
experiences establishing design/build pedagogical processes: of initiating and sustaining investigative studio methods, 
working in collaboration with partnering organizations, identifying topics of research, and fulfilling established 
expectations of all parties involved.

panel 2- context: collaboration
Moderator:  ann yoachim | Small Center
Panel:   byron mouton | urban build

Shannon criss | dotte agency
nina pawlicki | Natural building lab, Berlin
tom carruthers | dream the combine

The studio based model of normative Architectural Education is often built around guiding and challenging the design 
of individual students while design build studio pose a strikingly different model of intense collaboration. both within 
the design team and externally, with partners, consultants, technical experts, and partner organizations the modes of 
collaboration required to execute a successful project are expansive. In focusing on Collaboration this panel explores 
the various approaches and opportunities in design build projects both in the academy and practice. 

panel 5- contribution: pedagogy
Moderator:  coleman coker |  gulf coast designlab
Panel:   geoff gjertson | building institute 

mary hardin | drachman design build coalition
adam hopfner | vlock building project

Shifting the perception and reality of design’s role in the complex issues facing our society begins with changing the way 
we teach designers. Design build, a relatively new model in architectural education, presents an opportunity to rethink 
design pedagogy towards a more relevant and responsive profession. The pedagogy panel includes representation from 
the longest running design build program to those focused on multi-institution collaborations and rigorous research 
methods, all working to re-imagine the present models of education and the future of practice.  

panel 3- methods: materials
Moderator:  CORDULA ROSER GRAY| tulane school of architecture
Panel:   Angela Carpenter | Fay Fabrication Laboratories

Jose Galarza | Design Build Bluff
Nick Gelpi | Gelpi Projects

According to the sociologist Richard Sennett, ‘craftsmanship’ names the basic human impulse to ‘do a job well for its 
own sake – good craftsmanship involves developing basic human skills and focusing on the work rather than ourselves.’ 
The emergence of interdisciplinary hybrid digital/physical computing contexts produces opportunities as well as 
questions in regards to the relationship of materials, craft, computation and fabrication in the context of humanity, 
ethics and the role of technology. This panel seeks to bring clarification to some of these terms and their embedded role 
in academia and contemporary society.

panel 6- contribution: scholarship 
Moderator:  benjamin j. smith | moderator
Panel:   tolya stronorov | Norwich
  nils gore | dotte agency
  gregory corso | sports collaboration

In focusing on scholarship, this panel addresses themes related to how design-build efforts produce knowledge, 
whether that be through techniques, processes, materials, prototypes, and/or technology. With results that participate 
in aesthetic, cultural, and technical discourses we will question the role of design-build in academic contexts by 
considering its impact.



welcome to tulane university: welcome to new orleans:

We thank you for joining us in this great 
city for the weekend. If you get some free 
time, please enjoy all the food, music, and 

culture that new orleans has to offer! 
*all recommendations were provided by tulane school of architecture graduate students 

coffee shops: 
French truck coffee
4536 Dryades St, 
New Orleans, LA 70115 

humble bagel
4716 Freret St, 
New Orleans, LA 70115

Stumptown Coffee Roasters
610 Carondelet St, 
New Orleans, LA 70130

wILLA jEAN
611 O’Keefe Ave, 
New Orleans, LA 70113

bars:
hot tin (roof top bar)
2031 St Charles Ave, 
New Orleans, LA 70130

Urban South Brewery 
1645 Tchoupitoulas St, 
New Orleans, LA 70130

Cure
4905 Freret St, 
New Orleans, LA 70115

Bacchanal Fine Wine & Spirits
600 Poland Ave, 
New Orleans, LA 70117

Bayou Beer Garden 
326 N Jefferson Davis Pkwy, 
New Orleans, LA 70119

bars:
Carousel Bar
214 Royal St, 
New Orleans, LA 70130

The Sazerac Bar
130 Roosevelt Way, 
New Orleans, LA 70112

Restaurants:
Jacques-Imo’s
8324 Oak St, 
New Orleans, LA 70118

katie’s restaurant
3701 Iberville St, 
New Orleans, LA 70119

Superior Seafood & Oyster Bar 
4338 St Charles Ave, 
New Orleans, LA 70115

Dat Dog 
5030 Freret St, 
New Orleans, LA 70115

Red Dog Diner (brunch)
3122 Magazine St, 
New Orleans, LA 70115

cOMPERE LAPIN
535 Tchoupitoulas St, 
New Orleans, LA 70130

Sucré (dessert)
3025 Magazine St, 
New Orleans, LA 70115

Restaurants:
Parkway Bakery & Tavern (po boys)
538 Hagan Ave, 
New Orleans, LA 70119

live music: 
The Spotted Cat Music Club
623 Frenchmen St, 
New Orleans, LA 70116

Palm Court Jazz Cafe
1204 Decatur St, 
New Orleans, LA 70116

tipitina’s
501 Napoleon Ave, 
New Orleans, LA 70115

tHE MAPLE lEAF
8316 Oak St, 
New Orleans, LA 70118

museums:
Tulane’s Newcomb ART GALLERY
Newcomb Circle, 
New Orleans, LA 70118

The National WWII Museum
945 Magazine St, 
New Orleans, LA 70130

New Orleans Museum of Art
1 Collins Diboll Cir, 
New Orleans, LA 70124

Ogden Museum of Southern Art
925 Camp St, New Orleans, LA 70130

SMALL CENTER

RICHARDSON
MEMORIAL HALL

fieldwork: Design-Build Conversations will take place 
at Tulane’s uptown campus  in the Tulane school of 
architecture building, Richardson Memorial Hall.

>
Friday evening reception will be held at the 
Small Center -  1725 Baronne Street



places / buildings to see:

TULANE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE PROJECTS:

french quarter

crescent park (Hargraves, 
edr, Michael Maltzan, Adjay)

930 poydras (edr)

ace hotel (edr)

Superdome (curtis & davis)

bio innovation center (EDR)

URBANbuild houses
For more information 
visit: urbanbuild.tulane.edu

1)   Protoype 01

2)   Protoype 02 

3)   Protoype 03 

4)   Protoype 04 

5)   Protoype 05

6)   Protoype 06 

7)   Protoype 07 

8)   Protoype 09
 
9)   Protoype 10 

10) Protoype 11

11) Protoype 12 

12) Protoype 13 

13) Protoype 14

Small Center projects
For addresses and more information 
visit: small.tulane.edu

15) Grow Dat Youth Farm

16) Parisite Skatepark

17) Groundwork Earth Lab

18) Gander Point

19) Rubarb Bike Shop

lee circle   (1 of 4 civil war 
monuments taken down)

noma sculpture garden 
(lee ledbetter)

ya ya (bild)

PIZZA D’ ITALIA  (chARLES MOORE)

st. thomas/ninth (office of 
jonathan tate) 

20) Ozanam Inn Day Space

21) Hollygrove Market and 
Farm

22) Hollygrove Greenline 
Pavilion

23) Community Book Center

24) Guardians Institute

25) Storypod at NSP

26) CSED Outdoor Classroom

27) House of Dance and Feathers 
(Citybuild/Kansas State)

28) Magellan Street Garden

29) Greenbuild House

wwii museum (voorsanger)

pitot house (1799)

make it right houses 
(various architects including 
Concordia, Kieran Timberlake, 
Morphosis, Shigeru Ban Architects, 
Trahan Architects, Gehry, MVRDV, 
BI:LD, Waggonner and Ball)

Locations of selected tulane school of architecture design build 
projects are shown on the map - feel free to visit our work! >



panel 1- context: Scale 								                            ( 1 Hour HSW )
learning objectives:
- Learn about and contrast issues of site analysis, building materials, and systems across project scales. 
- Identify how governing laws and regulations related to public benefit impact project selection impact design/build projects at 
various scales. 
- Compare site design strategies across projects at various scales. 
- Understand the design opportunities of various project scales and how decisions at every scale impact building professionals 
during construction and the end-user of any project.

panel 2- context: collaboration								                            ( 1 Hour HSW )
learning objectives:
- Explore and contrast collaborative models across design/build projects and programs. 
- Understand how academic design/build incorporates issues of mechanical, plumbing, electrical: system concepts, materials, and 
methods. 
- Discuss the opportunities in building design preservation, renovation, restoration, and adaptive reuse that design build project 
delivery allows. 
- Explore collaborative project delivery processes in specific design build projects, citing lessons learned with attention to public 
benefit and impact.

panel 3- methods: materials								                             ( 1 Hour HSW )
learning objectives:
- Compare the construction functions, materials, and methods of design build projects. 
- Outline application, safety, technology, and research in project material approaches. 
- Understand material opportunities and functions and the different approaches of academic design build programs. 
- Contrast issues of site analysis and issues of building materials and systems, with particular attention to how those decisions 
perform quantitatively and qualitatively.

panel 4- methods: processes								                             ( 1 Hour HSW )
learning objectives:
- Explore and contrast the differences in design build processes and how they address materials, methods, and systems. 
- Understand the processes and constraints of designing mechanical, plumbing, electrical systems in small scale projects.
- Contrast the differences in academic approaches to system concepts, materials, and methods, with attention to physical and value-
based outcomes. 
- Describe participatory and collaborative design and fabrication methods.

panel 5- contribution: pedagogy									         ( 1 Hour LU )
learning objectives:
- Synthesize the opportunities design build allows as a method of learning in architectural education. 
- Build core concepts of the contribution design build education has on the architectural profession. 
- Describe the differences in pedagogical approaches between design-build programs. 
- Understand the research opportunities embedded in design build projects.

panel 6- contribution: scholarship 								        ( 1 Hour LU )
learning objectives:
- Review the academic and research goals of design build as a teaching method. 
- Outline the existing body of scholarship that exists in design build. 
- Identify opportunities to translate design build projects into scholarship.  
- Compare design-build scholarship with more traditional modes of research.

Continuing Education Information:

Special thanks to the Katherine G & Robert M Roloson Foundation, 
and to Dean Inaki Alday for supporting this symposium.

Additional thanks to Kalyn Faller for Fieldwork’s graphic design work.




