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B Race Discrimination

Bl Gender Discrimination

mm  Sexual Orientation Discrimination
Religious Freedoms

B Disability Discrimination
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Project

What is the Shape of H

Site prompts timely questions such as “who/what do we memorialize and
how?” We spent our week meditating on these complex questions through

As monuments of oppression topple across the country, the Homer Plessy

graphic design, engagement, and storytelling.

Supreme Court C

ivil Rights
Case Types
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Imagination Flayground

Engagement & Guestions I
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of today

protests

THE THE

REPORT PLAYERS

On June 7, 1892, a passenger The Comité des Citoyens
on the East Louisiana (comb-ee-tay day see-tway-yaw)

Railroad  train  named ’ ’ , , ,

Homer Adolph Plessy was

arrested at the corner of

Royal and Press Streets in An early civil rights group formed in New
Orleans. They arose in order to combat increasing

discriminations against African-Americans.

New Orleans, LA. His name
would go down in history
as part of the landmark
Supreme Court case,

Homére Patris Plessy
'(oh-mehr patrees pleh-see)

Plessy V. Ferguson.

aka Homer Adolph Plessy, was born in 1863 in New
Orleans. In the 1880s he worked as a shoemaker and
lived in Tremé with his wife Louise Bordenave. As a
mixed Creole man who was 1/8 black and 7/8 white, at

Ty

There are no known images of Plessy.

.

ars later, protestors convened an
. ™ A intersectional rally at Duncan Plaza to

| C il .

) ’; F defend Black trans lives.
(s T
) . After a march and rally, demonstrators
tore down a bust of enslaver and
On June 7th, 1892, Homer Plessy segregationist

bought a first—class ticket on the John McDonagh.
Louisiana Railroad and sat in the
whites—only car, deliberately violating

Louisiana’s separarte car act.

For this unlawful act he was arrested at
the corner of Press and Royal Streets,
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the infamous
that secured “separate but equal” as
justified, something that is clear to future
generations as being the wrong decision.
In light of this legacy and the current

as riotous, criminal, and unlawful, both
Plessy’s story and the current national
dialogue are captured here in the form of
a zine that tells both stories side by side.

the time under Louisiana law he was considered black. [3
A

What can we learn when we contextualize the events

with those of the past? Plessy v. Ferguson is
Supreme Court decision

that have been disparaged

THE THE

REVERBERATIONS MEMORY

The Plessy V. Ferguson decision established Strategic organizing,
the continuation of more than 50 years of

“separate but equal” doctrine. civil disobedience, and

The impacts of groups like the Comité des
Citoyens and the actions of individuals
such as Homer Plessy helped to fuel later
movements for civil rights.

The 1954 case Brown
V. Board of Education
and the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 together
dismantled the
legal grounds for
“separate but equal”

personal sacrifice

continue into today in

the ongoing battle for

equitable living in the
United States of America.

Modern day
demonstrators t
monument to white
supremacy to the

Mississippi river and

dumped it in, an unlawful

Plessy was brought before Judge John
Howard Ferguson, who ruled rhart he
was acting unlawfully, a decision
upheld by the Louisiana Supreme
Court,

In 1896 this decision was reinforced by
the Supreme Court of the Unired
States, establishing separate-
but-equal as the law of the land.

It was not until 1954 thart this was
overturned by Brown vs. Board of
Education,
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