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THE NEW ORLEANS MSA INCLUDES ORLEANS PARISH, 
but adds in everyone living in the parishes 

of St. Charles, Plaquemines, St. John 
the Baptist, St. Tammany, Jefferson, 

and St. Bernard. 

MSA stands for Metropolitan Statistical 
Area. For the 1950 census, the Bureau 
of the Budget created a uniform 
system for federal agencies to compare 
statistics. The MSA groups a central 
metropolitan area (at least 50,000 
people) with its surrounding suburbs 
and small towns that are tied together 
economically to determine the “Area” 
part of Area Median Income. 

What is MSA? AMI OF: 

$54,000
UNITED 
STATES

AMI OF: 

$45,000
LOUISIANA

NEW ORLEANS 
METROPOLITAN 

STATISTICAL AREA

AMI OF: 

$49,000

ORLEANS PARISH
 $39,000

CENTRAL CITY 

$13,000
UPTOWN 

$75,000
GENTILLY 

$25,000

America’s history of suburbanization 
and urban disinvestment can mean 
major differences in income between 
inner-cities and their wealthier suburbs. 
Using the MSA to determine our 
medians can mean that income-based 
eligibility levels for certain housing 
programs or subsidies are higher than 
they should be for inner cities, and 
lower than they should be for many 
suburbs, which can limit access to 
programs that could help ease families’ 
housing burdens.

Why does it 
matter?

B Y  N E I G H B O R H O O D

REMEMBER:
Spending less than 30% of your monthly wages on 

housing is how the government de�nes “affordable.” This 
includes all utilities, taxes, and insurance. 
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AFFORDABLE
FOR WHOM?

Speaking of Families
When HUD creates its annual income categories, it 
uses Median Family Income rather than individual 
incomes or Median Household Income within each 
of its areas. So we’re not lining up every individual 
person in a place to �nd the Area Median Income, 
we’re lining up families and �nding the center 
family. Median Family Income is nearly always 
higher than Median Household Income.

According to the Bureau of the Census: “A family 
consists of two or more people (one of whom is the 
householder) related by birth, marriage, or adoption 
residing in the same housing unit. A household 
consists of all people who occupy a housing unit 
regardless of relationship. A household may consist 
of a person living alone or multiple unrelated 
individuals or families living together.”

FAMILY 
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* The Center for Budget Policies and Priorities estimates that only about 1/3 of �lers, mostly high income, itemize their deductions.
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